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The Town of Port Hawkesbury is a service, retail, education and professional services hub in the Strait Area.  
The Town provides day to day municipal essential services to our residents and visitors like all Nova Scotia 
municipalities; however, it also provides a variety of additional services in the region:  
 

 The Town owns and operates the Port Hawkesbury Civic Centre, a conference facility, arena, fitness 
centre and concert venue;   

 The Town owns and operates the Strait Area Pool;   

 The Town operates the performance facility within the Strait Area Centre for Education;   

 The Town owns and jointly manages the Allan J. MacEachen Regional Airport with the Municipalities 
of the Counties of Inverness and Richmond; 

 The Town owns and leases other building facilities to small businesses and not-for-profit 
organizations.   

 
The Town of Port Hawkesbury goes beyond the provision of essential municipal services. The impact to our 
facility closures and restrictions in response to the COVID-19 pandemic are not only difficult from a 
socialization and community engagement perspective, but also have a significant financial impact.  
Revenues from these sources make up approximately 15% of the Town’s budget.   
 
The Town of Port Hawkesbury has projected 6 months’ losses in revenue of approximately $600,000, with a 
net impact of $400,000 after cost reductions are considered.  More than half of the projected loss in 
revenue relates to the Port Hawkesbury Civic Centre and Strait Area Pool.  Other significant loss areas 
relate to the Allan J. MacEachen Regional Airport, reduced interest revenue, and reduced sponsorship and 
advertising revenues.  This projected loss in revenue will increase if COVID-19 restrictions continue beyond 
September. 
 
The Mayor of the Town of Port Hawkesbury, Brenda Chisholm-Beaton, notes, “Our Council understands this 
will be a tough budget year due to the impacts of COVID-19 and lost revenues.  As we continue our budget 
deliberations, we will do our absolute best to see that we have a budget that will maintain the municipal 
services that citizens have come to expect and to pursue priorities that will improve our Town long-term. 
We know citizens and businesses are struggling, and we will be mindful of this fact when we are ready to 
approve our final budget and set our residential and commercial tax rates.” 
 
Staff and Council are working closely together to manage the loss in revenue through these challenging 
times and are seeking relief where available to minimize the impact of these circumstances to residents and 
business owners within the Town of Port Hawkesbury.   
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For more information: 
Terry Doyle, P.Eng., CAO, Town of Port Hawkesbury                             Tel: 902-625-7890 or tdoyle@townofph.ca 
Erin MacEachen, Director of Finance, Town of Port Hawkesbury      Tel:  902-625-7895 or emaceachen@townofph.ca 
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